
WE HONOR THE MYRRHBEARING WOMEN
From the Gospel reading of Saint Mark 15:43-16:8

After Jesus’ death on the Cross, Joseph of Arimathea wrapped the body of Jesus in fine linen
cloth and provided a tomb in which Jesus was buried. Joseph had intended that the tomb would
be for himself, but he loved Jesus and wanted to do the right thing.
In the early morning after the Sabbath day some of the women went to anoint Jesus’ body with
oil and myrrh, a sweet smelling spice. That was a burial custom of the people at that time and
place.
Along the way they wondered how they would be able to roll away the heavy stone which
covered the opening to the tomb.
When they got there, they saw that the stone had already been moved away. At first they were
worried that someone might have moved the body of Jesus. But when they went into the tomb,
they were amazed when they saw an Angel sitting there.
The Angel pointed to the linen cloths in which Christ’s body had been wrapped, showing that
they were empty.
The Angel told them not to worry and that He was not there -- Christ had Risen from the dead!
It was a special blessing from God that these women were the first to discover the empty tomb
and to know that Christ had Risen.
We remember the Myrrhbearing Women on the third Sunday of Pascha (the second Sunday
after Pascha.)

ACTIVITY: THE EMPTY TOMB ROLE PLAY
Create a “tomb” from sofa cushions and pillows, blankets, chairs, etc.  Place a large cushion as
the “stone” to be rolled away.

Designate children or other family members to play the roles of angel (“young man” in a white
robe), Myrrh-Bearing women, and disciples.

Have the Myrrh-Bearing women enter the room with the tomb while the disciples “hide” in
another room with the door closed.

This week’s Gospel reading from Mark ends by saying the women were afraid and told no one,
but the other Evangelists explain that Mary did go to the disciples afterward. Have the
Myrrh-Bearers go find the disciples and explain what they saw, and what they didn’t see.


